Introduction

Schmallenberg virus (SBV) is an arbovirus of the Orthobunyavirus genus that is transmitted 29
by biting midges (Culicoides spp.). Since its identification at the end of 2011 (Hoffmann et 30 al., 2012) , SBV has spread rapidly throughout mainland Europe. SBV infection of adult 31 ruminants appears to be sub-clinical or mild; causing watery diarrhoea, fever and reduced 32 milk production (Muskens et al., 2012) . However, infection of animals during pregnancy 33 causes arthrogryposishydranencephaly syndrome (AHS), which results in congenital 34 malformations, abortions and stillbirths (Tarlinton et al., 2012) . 
